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Cancer Prevention

Oral Contraceptive use and 

prevention of Ovarian Cancer
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WHAT IS 

EPIGENETICS?



Epigenetics = Gene Packaging 
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Things that can change your Epigenetic Patterns

Diet

Smoking

Drugs

(OC use)

Alcohol

Aging

Exercise
Epigenetic 

Variation

In utero

Q. How does this 

increase cancer risk?

Q. How might we 

reduce cancer risk?

Q. How does this 

change in response to 

treatment?

Q. How does this 

change what type of 

cancer you get?



Using breast cancer tissue from BCNow Tissue Bank

Shenker et al, BMC Cancer 2015



A novel method for early detection of Ovarian Cancer 

–Guardian Angels Pilot Study

Can we use Loyalty Card Data (purchasing behaviour) to identify “Alert Symptoms” 

and prompt an earlier GP visit?

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FTQ9Z57

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/FTQ9Z57


Thank You & Questions
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